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Foster Care Month
Noteworthy Facts About Foster Care
Approximately 368,000 children were in
foster care in the US in fiscal year 2023,

according to federal data.
The average age of a child entering foster

care is about 7 years old, though children of
all ages, from infants to teenagers, are in

need of placement.
Around 20,000 young people age out of the

foster care system each year without a
permanent family.

Foster parents in the US receive a monthly
stipend to help cover the costs of caring for

a child, though amounts vary widely by
state.

CASA volunteers advocate for
approximately 275,000 children in the court

system each year.

https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-
days-calendar/foster-care-month/
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Coordinators'
Corner

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Child and Family Team Meetings

CASA
LibraryKids’

D ID  YOU  KNOW THAT  WE  HAVE  BOOKS
FOR  YOUR  CASA  K I DDOS?

THESE  BOOKS  HAVE  B E EN  GENEROUSLY
DONATED  BY  THE  F R I ENDS  OF  THE

PRESCOTT  PUBL I C  L I B RARY.   S TOP  BY
THE  OF F I C E  TO  P I CK  UP  ONE  OR  TWO

FOR  YOUR  K I DDO.   A S  YOU  CAN  S E E  WE
ARE  OVERF LOW ING !

DONT
FORGET
ABOUT
OUR

PASSES
AND

MOVIE
T ICKETS !

https://heritageparkzoo.org/
https://outofafricapark.com/
https://harkins.com/theatres/prescott-valley-14/2025-10-15
https://highlandscenter.org/
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Ellen D, Joan F, and Marilyn V: All hit the ground running after completing CASA Academy. Each has
already been assigned their first case and are paired with a Mentor! 

Jan L, Deb S, and Jo Z: Our first Mentors are officially assigned and are already supporting their new
CASAs, providing valuable guidance and encouragement during their first six months.

Kudos to Laura P. for her steadfast advocacy through complex adversity in her case. Despite the many
moves and placements throughout the child’s life, you have been the one constant, providing stability,
support, and a consistent voice. Your dedication truly makes a difference.

Kudos to newly assigned CASA Shayla M. for taking on a new case and diving right in! Your willingness
to step up and get involved so quickly is appreciated, and your advocacy will make a meaningful
impact.

Kudos to Laura Ashbrook for seeing her case through to reunification.

Kudos to Karen Knecht for seeing her case through to reunification and remaining involved after
closure 😊

Kudos to Scott Nave for seeing his case through to reunification.

Kudos to Ken and Jill Reinstadler for continuing to try to connect with their teens.

Kudos to Diane J. and Laura P. for participating in the CASA panel😊

Kudos to Lynn M. for being appointed to a new case!

Kudos to Selin S. for tackling her first court report!

Kudos to Pat McKay for taking a new case in Phoenix 

Kudos to Patricia Bradford, Greg Byrum and Nancy Taylor for participating in the CASA panel for our
final module.

Kudos to Bob Arnett, Janice Mauz and Kathy McCormick for helping out at the Pinwheel Party.

Kudos to Nancy Taylor and Bev Medlyn for working together so well to advocate for a large family.

C‌A‌S‌A‌ ‌K‌u‌d‌o‌s 
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STANDING 
IN THE GAP: 
HELPING CASA

CHILDREN
NAVIGATE
BULLYING

Bullying continues to impact children across the
country, and youth involved in the dependency
system may be especially vulnerable. According to
the National Center for Educational Statistics,
approximately 1 in 5 students report being bullied at
school. For children in foster care, bullying may stem
from placement changes, clothing differences,
academic struggles, behavioral responses to trauma,
or stigma associated with being in care.

Bullying is not simply “kids being kids.” The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention reports that
children who experience bullying are at increased risk
for anxiety, depression, school avoidance, academic
decline, substance use, and long-term emotional
distress. In severe cases, bullying has been linked to
self-harm and suicidal ideation.

As CASAs, your consistent presence can make an
extraordinary difference.

What Does Bullying Look Like?
Bullying may be:

Physical, such as hitting or pushing
Verbal, including teasing, name calling, or threats
Social or relational, such as exclusion or spreading
rumors
Cyberbullying through texts, social media, or
gaming platforms

Children in dependency may not immediately
disclose bullying. They may minimize it or feel shame.

Signs a Child May Be 
Experiencing Bullying

Reluctance or refusal to attend school
Unexplained injuries or damaged belongings
Changes in mood, irritability, or withdrawal
Declining grades
Loss of interest in activities
Changes in sleep or appetite

Even subtle changes matter. Trust your instincts and remain curious.

By Amy Fillingim
Program Coordinator II

A s k  t h e
C o o r d i n a t o r

You may be the one safe adult
who notices.

M A Y  2 0 2 5



Helpful Language for 
CASA Conversations

With the child:
“How have things been going at school lately?”
“Do you feel safe there?”
“That sounds really hurtful. I’m glad you told
me.”
“You deserve to feel safe and respected.”

If the child may be bullying:
“Help me understand what happened.”
“What do you think the other student felt?”
“We can work on better ways to handle that.”

With placements:
“Have you noticed any changes in school
attitude or behavior?”
“Is the school aware of any peer conflict?”
“Would it be helpful to request a meeting with
the school?”

Did you know? Arizona schools are required to
have anti bullying policies. Encourage caregivers
to communicate concerns in writing and request
support meetings when needed.

Quick Visit Checklist

Before or during your visit, consider:
Who does the child sit with at lunch?
Do they feel safe at school?
Who would they tell if something upsetting
happened?
Are there recent behavior or mood changes?

Your calm, consistent presence creates space for
honesty.

Children in foster care 
often carry invisible 

burdens. When bullying 
adds to that weight, one
steady, trusted adult can

change the trajectory 
of their story.

Signs a Child May Be
Engaging in Bullying

Behavior
Sometimes children who have experienced
trauma attempt to regain a sense of
control by exerting power over others.

Look for:
Frequent aggression or intimidation
Blaming others for conflicts
Lack of empathy when discussing peers
School disciplinary referrals

Approach these moments with
accountability and compassion, not
shame.

ARIZONA AND NATIONAL
RESOURCES

Arizona Department of Education
(www.azed.gov)
StopBullying.gov (www.stopbullying.gov)
PACER's National Bullying Prevention Center
(www.pacer.org/bullying)
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline Call or text 988 or
visit www.988lifeline.org







We’d love your help expanding the reach of our Yavapai Best for Babies network. Please consider inviting
colleagues and community partners who are passionate about supporting infants, toddlers, and families involved
in foster or kinship care with the attached invitation.
Yavapai Best for Babies meets in-person on the first Friday of each month from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the
Prevent Child Abuse Arizona office (3298 Bob Dr., Prescott Valley). These monthly meetings bring together child
welfare professionals and community members to collaborate, share ideas, and strengthen outcomes for our
youngest children. Our next meeting is May 1st!
The more perspectives we bring to the table, the stronger our impact will be. Your invitation could help connect
someone to this important work.







onnecting

ASAs

Because the work of a CASA is confidential, it is important to have a
safe place to talk about your case. ALL CASAs are highly encouraged
to attend a CASA support group. This support group provides lively

and informative discussions. The attendees include a mix of veteran
and new CASAs and CASA staff. These discussions can help you

understand system issues,  procedures, identify needs and solve
unanswered questions. CASAs Connecting qualifies for training hours!

5/20/26
9am - 11 am

in person at the JJC

5/28/26
9am - 11 am
Virtual Only

Attend our
CASA Peer

Support Group
to help you be
more effective
on your case

Watch your email for
link to this meeting
during that week!



T h i s  t r u e ,  h e a r t w a r m i n g  s t o r y  r e v e a l s
t h a t  m i r a c l e s  o c c u r  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .
E n j o y a b l e  a n d  u p l i f t i n g ,  O n e  K i d  a t  a
T i m e  w i l l  e m p o w e r- - a n d  e n c o u r a g e - -

e v e r y o n e  w h o  r e a d s  i t .
D a n n y  h a d  n o  c h a n c e .  H i s  m o t h e r

a b a n d o n e d  h i m .  H i s  f a t h e r  i n  p r i s o n
d i d n ' t  k n o w  h i m .  H i s  g r a n d m o t h e r

b e a t  h i m  s o  b a d l y  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s
c o u l d n ' t  c o u n t  t h e  b r u i s e s .  H e  l i v e d
n o n s t o p  d a y s  o f  u n e n d i n g  a n x i e t y ,
l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  t e r r o r.  O r d e r e d  i n t o

f o s t e r  c a r e ,  t h e  s y s t e m  i s o l a t e d ,
d r u g g e d  a n d  b e t r a y e d  h i m .

J a k e  l i v e d  t h e  g o o d  l i f e .  W a r m
f r i e n d s h i p s ,  p l e n t y  o f  m o n e y  a n d

f r e e d o m  t o  d o  w h a t  h e  e n j o y e d .  F r o m
t h e  o u t s i d e  h e  h a d  t h e  p e r f e c t

e x i s t e n c e .  B u t  i n s i d e  h e  l o n g e d  f o r  a
c h i l d .Books

Available
IN THE CASA OFFICE

JUNE
8TH

9:30  AM

















CELEBRATION!Gift CardsGift Cards
Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?  Get

a great report card or improve in a class they were
struggling with?  Successfully complete potty training?

Any other event or milestone?
Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration Gift

Card!  Thank you YCFKF!

The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank
provides diapers and supplies to
struggling families across Yavapai
County. Diapers are given to families
through their affiliation with a service
agency in the community. WiL promotes
health and wellness by providing
Yavapai County participants with
diapers, wipes and referrals to local
services. The overarching goal of WiL is
to alleviate the cost of diapering and
strengthen access to resources for
struggling families in Yavapai County.
The staff and volunteers at WiL
coordinate with community agencies
and family programs to ensure that
needy families have access to the
resources available to assist them in
raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can
request diapers for their foster or
kinship families who are struggling to
buy diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for
your CASA baby’s family, please contact
your coordinator.

WRAPPED
IN LOVE



CASA of YavapaiCounty 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

11

72
88

7

198

Kids who still need a CASA

April  in  Yavapai County 

Children with a CASA

110

aceb
ook

like us! follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr
Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray
Program Coordinator I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator  III
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Amy Fillingim, Program Coordinator II
email:  afillingim@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director and
Interim contact for Grants for Kids Program
Mona Stephens, Development

Questions about YC4KF?
email: info@yavapaicasaforkids.org

Board Members:
Lisa Watts, President 
Greg Byrum, Vice President/Secretary 
Cheryl Micholofki, Treasurer
Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member
Marlene Joy
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